
	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning and General Purposes meeting of the Parish Council held in the Baptist Hall  on Wednesday, 11th December, 2019 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Lester (Vice-Chair in the Chair)
Angela Chapman, Ashley Hubbard and Virginia Tuck 


	Also Present:                          
	 David Blackburn (Clerk) 
 Five local parishioners       


	






	
C97/19/20     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Guttridge, Hutchings and Leigh-Hunt and the apology submitted by Councillor Powell was approved.


	
C98/19/20     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard and Lester
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Chapman

Councillor Tuck declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning application DC/19/05547 by reason of being a neighbour of the applicant.
 

	
C99/19/20	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.

	
C100/19/20
	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk reported upon representations that had been received by the Parish Council concerning works that were being undertaken at Dukes Hall. Local parishioners present at the meeting and spoke of their concerns about the removal of parts of the internal fabric of the building.

There was a general discussion about the following points:

· The history of the building and the affection with which it was held within the village.
· The location of the building within the Conservation Area.
· The listed status of the cottage to the rear but the lack of clarity over listing with regard to the Hall itself.
· An acceptance that there were some internal parts of the building that required replacement and renovation but concern about the potential removal of some characterful features.

The Clerk reported that Dr Jonathan Duck, the District Council’s Heritage and Conservation Officer, had responded to the representations received from local parishioners, the Parish Council and District Councillor Robert Lindsay by contacting the architect working on the project. Assurances had been received from the architect about the extent of the works that were being undertaken. It had been confirmed that the architect had been put on notice that if, during a site meeting the following week by the Heritage and Conservation Officer, it became apparent that something had been removed that was of significance, then this would be regarded as a criminal offence.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk be requested to liaise further with Babergh District Council stressing the concerns of the local community about the extent of works being undertaken at Dukes Hall.


	
C101/19/20     


	
CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE MARKET SQUARE

Councillor Lester reflected upon the success of the Christmas event which had been held in the Market Square on Sunday, 8th December, 2019 and thanked the local community for supporting it with almost 70 people present. There was a short discussion about changes to various aspects of the` arrangements that could be put in place for the 2020 event.


	
C102/19/20
	
NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE

Councillor Lester reported that he, Councillor Leigh-Hunt and the Community Development Worker had liaised over the scoping of the new village website and responses for proposals had been sought from various website suppliers. It was anticipated that the proposals received would be presented to the January meeting of the Parish Council.


	
C103/19/20     


	
FINANCIAL REPORT   

It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay 
	Salaries & Expenses
	£170.52

	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£23.00

	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£299.90

	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£55.31

	Jayne Harrison
	Clockwinder's Fee
	Salaries & Expenses
	£236.31

	Fiona Lemon
	Community Development Worker
	Salaries & Expenses
	£119.10

	Command Pest Control
	Mole Treatment
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£216.00

	Frontrow Furniture
	Chairs
	Community Grants
	£1,822.78


(Note: All items to be paid for from the Chairs from designated reserves)


	

C104/19/20








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference
	DC/19/05547

	Proposal
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of 2no. Pergolas and a Gazebo (Retention of)

	Location
	Woodland Barn Church Road Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EE

	Representations
	The Parish Council opposes the application for retrospective planning consent.

It considers that the erection of this large structure is incongruous within the context of the local environment and represents inappropriate development. It will have a significant and detrimental effect upon the local landscape being on a prominent and visible location occupying the skyline when approached from different directions (local footpaths and Church Road). It is noted that it is also close to a heritage asset in the form of the Grade 1 listed Parish Church and detracts from this when viewed from some angles.

The Parish Council has been sympathetic to previous proposals that have been submitted in respect of this site which it considers have been reasonable. However, the degree of separation of the structure from the main property and its impact upon the landscape mean that the Parish Council is unable to support the present proposal.

The Parish Council has received representations from local people expressing concern about the application with references being made to the adjacent meadow and overlooking from the Pergola towards a window of an adjacent barn such that it might be considered intrusive in terms of the residential amenity of at least one neighbour.
 


(Councillor Tuck left the meeting during the discussion and voting in respect of the above application).

	Reference
	DC/19/05510

	Proposal
	Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area and Protected by Preservation Order BT78 - T1 (Ash) - Reduce to previous points by approximately 35% and Remove Oak

	Location
	6 Chapel Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Representations
	The Parish Council has no objection to the reduction of the Ash Tree. However the application form provides no compelling reason for the removal of the Oak tree and hence the Parish Council opposes its felling and asks that it is retained with appropriate management arrangements applied.



	Reference
	DC/19/05552 & DC/19/05554 (LBC)

	Proposal
	Full Planning Permission - Erection of glazed rear extension and double glazed door opening; Insertion of double glazed doors to Coach House; Erection of garden shed, entrance gate, and greenhouse. Repairs and alterations as per schedule of works.

	Location
	The Coach House And Christmas Hall Market Place Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EN

	Representations
	The Parish Council regrets that the application includes proposals to fell trees within the curtilage of the property to enable the proposed development to take place but recognises that some, but not necessarily all, may not be of particular value or significance. It supports the management measures that are proposed to the high profile trees located at the front and side of the property as it is important that they are preserved because they add to the character of the Conservation Area.



	Reference
	DC/19/05533

	Proposal
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of two storey side extension and front porch (following demolition of existing porch); alterations to roof

	Location
	64 Brooksfield, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EJ

	Representations
	No objection



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

There were none.


	
C105/19/20
	
MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Further to Minute C96/19/20, the Clerk had written to the relevant party over the unauthorised erection of a headstone at the Grove Cemetery.

The Clerk reported that he had liaised with Suffolk County Council and requested that the streetlights owned by Bildeston Parish Council would be left on until 2am each morning over the period from 21st December 2019 to 2nd January 2019 inclusive. This arrangement would not apply to those streetlights owned by Suffolk County Council which followed the periods of lighting agreed for the whole of the County.

The Clerk had liaised with the Maintenance Operative and it had been confirmed that the grit bins in the village had been replenished by Suffolk County Council.

Councillor Hubbard questioned the insurance position regarding the Clock Tower. Traditionally, the owner of Bank House Stores had opened and closed the tower at the beginning and end of their opening hours. This was done during the summer months but was not done throughout the year. It was noted that the tower was used for storage and as a bus shelter. The Clerk was asked to write to the owner of the stores asking the proprietor if he would be prepared to uphold this traditional arrangement of opening and closing the Clock Tower throughout the year. 

Councillor Hubbard had circulated some information about the design of a new Village sign. The Clerk was asked to ensure that it was included on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

There was a discussion about the frustrations that existed with regard to the Parish Council’s email system and Councillor Lester indicated that he would arrange for it to be upgraded, which could be done at minimal cost.

Councillors referred to the accumulation of leaves in various parts of the village and the Clerk was asked to report this to Babergh District Council with a view to seeking the deployment of a roadsweeper.

The meeting closed at 9.22pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………




